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Remmdets!

1. Apple a dressing of
* compost to your soil.
\ 2. Use garden debris to
f begin a compost pile;

- turn  your existing
o _ compost pile.

. / 3. Continue planting,
making sure to keep

R them well watered.
e //# W " 4. Dry o freeze herbs for
winter use.
ﬂ/ober 2011 5. Dry and save seed.

Fall ‘Rulbs... Buried Treasure Rl A

} rs.

Bulbs are something that had to grow on me. I, like most others, enjoy doors
T _ 7. Harvest green toma-
instant gratification. Plantlng B LGN e ke T i e o\ a1 :
T RS e ey toes from plants. Ei-

bequtlful, blooming perenmal is always “~ ’{q i\*__x;??\\\-\»?g‘te e e I & b
satlsfylng, but. planting a brown, | *5\\\’/” Wy W N A paper bag or lift entire
nut—leokmg QbJeCt. always left me ’\‘&\;7.‘ :'\Q,.’?‘!’%‘kf‘ CRTPET ) % 2 plant and hang upside
wanting—that is until these past couplensg,’\_x: /" O ,.CZ”\:; ¥ 7 4 X down in a warm spot
of years. I don’t know what has =~ #& PN\ ,% oy {, Sy e to ripen.
happened to me, other than getting = -z% S i A 8. Mak G G
L Y A b 1/ . Make sure to get your

older, but I now have the patience for - . o squash harvested
things that take more time. : ® : , before a hard freeze.
I not only look forward to the more ' - : 9. Clean and store
common sprlng bulbs, such a tulips and daffodils, but I love to anticipate the garden ornaments.

: +more uncommon bulbs. I love the mountain meadow 10 Clean and sharpen
look of Scilla siberica. It is the most heavenly shade of  yoyr tools.
'blue. It only gets about 6” high and blooms for a long 11 Keep up on bird
period of time. Another unusual bulb is Fritillaria  tseders and bird baths
emperalis. This is a late blooming beauty that is deer  (you can purchase a
and rabbit resistant. Fritillaria’s are fairy tall, 36 de-icer for your
inches, which makes them a great background bulb. birdbath to encourage
I have learned that all of the bulbs that I plant are like  birds to stay and eat
discovering buried treasures in the spring. You have during the winter
months to wait after you plant them but the rewards = months—it will also

-, are clearly worth it. e help prevent your
* birdbath from crack-

© Shedding Light on Bulbs 1. Vost of ai. oy e

season! Show off your
Fall is raking leaves, harvesting your crops, reaping the rewards of a spring and summer beautiful harvest with
filled with coaxing and nurturing your garden plants to fruition. It is a time of cleaning a fall display!
up and preparing perennial and shrub beds for the coming winter months, and a time to

color. Beauty that will return each spring for years of enjoyment. Following are a few
simple guidelines to help you achieve success with spring flowering bulbs.

plant bulbs. @ |:| @
Time invested in planting bulbs now will yield a glorious showcase of beautiful spring @ Z;b
'e\

What is a flower bulb? W= ‘w ;
Flower bulbs are special plants built for survival. Tulips, daf- -~ NI
| fodils, and hyacinths, among others, are very easy to grow and 5 T ONE
put on spectacular shows when in bloom. Most evolved in re- R e N
- . . .o, . t 1 ,»‘r\r\\!\
gions with very harsh growing conditions, where they devel- iy ‘
oped survival tricks. fy : :
Bulbs are essentially food storage units. They are made up of - A
N moist layers of starch and sugar-rich material surrounding an ‘y\,y,-’i 5
R :. e 2 embryonic flower that is ready to burst forth and grow in - —
PR S ey .- spring. Basically, if you plant them, they will grow. MARMO MAPLE
When is the right time to plant bulbs? ACER X FREEMANII

Bulbs need to be planted in the fall. I most areas, the window of opportunity for planting

is fairly wide. Here is a practical way to plan:

f Time to start planting: when fall nighttime temps drop into the 40°s and 50’s. .

1 Time to finish up: when hard frosts are predicted. Frosts hard enough to freeze the Zﬁ?cm;ﬂ;re (fwsnlll;piz ng;)(s)s’,
soil may put the soil in a state the is beyond our ability to dig. Many seasons allow us with a spread of 25-35". It
time to plant bulbs well into December. Once, we successfully planted bulbs in the
month of January.

1 After planting bulbs: water the area thoroughly (typically, fall rains take over this
task for the remainder of the season.

Marmo maples are an exqui-
site specimen tree. This red

produces a wide variety of
beautiful fall colors; from
red and green, to burgundy,
yellow, and gold! Their fall
Are there any special soil requirements? colors also last longer than
Bulbs thrive in most types of soil. Only extremely soggy, poorly drained soil can present that of most maple trees.
problems. Soil that has been worked well and prepared with a good quality compost Marmo maples boast excep-
yields the best results. Sandy soils generally will not require as much amendment. Heavy tional growth and survivabil-
clay soils can be improved by working compost into the top soil. Remember, your fall ity (zone 4).

planted bulbs are varieties that can be left in the ground to naturalize for years to come,

so they benefit from an application of bulb or flower food when planting. Bone meal, an

organic source of phosphorus, is often used. Although this works well, beware of dogs, ‘ \
which love the scent of bone meal. They will undo your planting efforts by digging up

your newly planted bulbs. An additional application of bulbs or flower food in the spring
will give you the benefit of healthier plants and larger, longer lasting blooms.

Where is the best part of the yard to plant flower bulbs?

Remember, bulbs don’t like ‘wet feet’. Always plant them in areas that drain well, avoid-
ing spots where water puddles. Spring flower bulbs can be planted in any reasonable gar-
den spot. Most prefer sunshine, but do tolerate partially shady areas as well. Bulbs should
also be planted in clusters, not like toy soldiers in single file. This always gives a more
satisfying display, even with a small planting. The larger bulbs, such as tulips, daffodils,
and hyacinths should be planted approximately 6 deep. Crocus and many of the smaller
sized bulbs should be planted at a depth of 2”°-3” deep.

Is there a special way to plant and water bulbs? . QMS

When planting just a few bulbs, set them on the ground, spaced out at ﬂ*‘* Phn

the proper distance. After digging a hole for each one, plant the bulbs Just before the death
at the correct depth with pointed end up. When planting larger num-
bers of bulbs at once, its much easier to dig up the entire planting area \kl/ OREOwESand
at once, down to the proper depth. Scatter bulbs into the area, pointed \
ends up, and cover up with soil. Water bulbs immediately after plant-

ing to help roots start and establish themselves. Normal autumn rains | '
should take care of the resf If the %eason rem ns unusual,ly dry, some g % / i

before they are
buried in snow, there

comes a festival

subsequent watering 1s advised. o A" . \
r season when nature
Do | have to mulch flower bulb beds? W - .
In principle, flower bulb beds do not require additional mulching. However, if winters is all aglow.
are known to be extremely severe, several inches of mulch will protect bulbs from ~Author unknown

“freeze and thaw” ground heaves, which can pull them up, leaving them exposed, but
wait to mulch until hard frosts have begun. Mulching while the weather is still warm can
encourage plant diseases and offers a cozy home to mice and voles.

Do bulbs need to be planted immediately after purchase?
No. If planting must be put up for practical reasons, then take care to store bulbs in a
cool, dry place out of direct sunlight.

It is our hope that this information will help you achieve success
with your fall bulb planting endeavors.
Watch next month for more information on fall planted, spring flowering bulbs!

Happy Planting! ~SH

Food From Your Windowsill Fyfsyess

I have been reading a book call ed Da

and Millicent Selsam. If you are an environmental nut, this is definitely the perfect B u | bS
book for you! In it, you learn how you can grow 68 windowsill plants from kitchen

scraps! Some dondt seem quite wo-of-sehsort
they taste almost the same astheinseason bunch and th
waste the windowsill space?) while others are quite intriguing, for example: Meyer
lemons, pineapples, peanuts, dates, figs, and other fruits and vegetables that are
hard to find in the store at times. Seems like a great idea, so my plan is to pick out
a few and give it a try!

Pineapple seemed like a good one
L . to start with. | learned that :
iy pineappl e pl ant Crocus Sativus
much light, and since we are going This is where the spice saffron
into a season t comes from! Not only beautiful,

Y N : t it provi 1
. o £5 the abundance of it, it seemed like |tablabtb bty

i &8 " a natural choice.

& . ' *
il . & | The first ol

o = et thing | did 2N \ 0

Trag? was to go A A

to the store to purchase a nice looking pineapple. When | M i ;
got it home | just followed the guide. It tells you to hold .. 7
onto the pineapple in one hand and the crown in the other 4l

and give it a omighty twi_*~
above. Then you peel off leaves until you have a 1 inch
Onubéd. Results pictured on Lycorus Squamigera

‘* Also known as a ‘Magic Lily’,
they make their appearance in the
e summer.

o ", y '
4 Then, you place the crown in a
N , jar or glass and fill with water to | =<

the base of the crown. The nub
should swell in a few days, and

roots will begin to form in a
GROW IT!

- month. (As a side note: add
— ~ some charcoal to the water
| to eliminate odors.)

This is where | am currently
.. at. When the roots are
/711 about 4 in. long it will be ‘ o
o - time to remove it from the ~ Allium Schubertii
This huge-blooming allium only

<o GEFLZ- water and plant it in soil. | gets 18 inches tall!
Ve - - will be sure to take pictures ‘
. 9= . . to chronicle the rest of the
process! ~%

DIY: EVERGREEN SPIRAL

I love projects, especially the creative kind! I also love topiaries. We get
them in in all sorts of shapes, and I drool over every single one of them.
They really aren’t hard to make. It takes a minimal amount of supplies and ==
a brave spirit!

All you need is a nice full juniper (any size, I used a 5 gallon size for this
project), a pair of hand pruners, and a piece of twine. That’s it! Be careful
selecting your evergreen. Make sure that the one you choose has only one
main trunk, and that it’s nicely branched and full from top to bottom. Also
know that it won’t look perfect when you trim it up for the first time. The
first time you trim is just the starting point of what you want your design to ;
look like. When cutting it back hard the first time, it will give the plant a Y
whole lot of energy to fill in more sparse areas. The juniper I used for this
project is a ‘Spartan’ juniper, ‘Mint Julep’ junipers are what I see most
topiaries out of. A word of caution about choosing other evergreens: some
tend to brown out in the middle, so ask before you purchase! We would be =
more than happy to help you make the right selection!

Dwarf Irls Retlculata
This iris withstands wetter soil
conditions!

W ;{j‘ J Tie the twine securely to a branch at the very
v ‘ bottom of the evergreen. Then twist the twine

«!  around the evergreen, working your way to the [

/ top, it is to be your de51gn guide. Tie the twine Puschkinia Libanotica
securely to a ' Beautiful baby blues!

top branch. ' A

Now, all you
“have to do is
- start  pruning!
e o= Start + at  the
bottom (where you secured your string) and carefully
begin to shape your topiary. Some branches will end
up needing to be cut all the way to the main trunk,
others will be cut halfway, and others left altogether.
The most important thing to remember is to GO
SLOW! You can always cut more off, but you can’t
put it back!

Tulip Double Beauty of
Apeldoorn
This Darwin Hybrid tulip
naturalizes well in landscapes!

This is a great cost saving project too! Have fun and
be brave! kA0

V 7PN | , w ] | o\ |
Cook’'s Corner

Cook’s corner is where we can share and inspire one another by sharing wonderful new
and old-stand-by recipes! If you have a recipe that you love, and wouldn’t mind sharing it

with us, please send it to: andrewsseed@gmail.com

As we get deeper into fall, we find ourselves attending a lot more get-togethers where we Chionodoxa lucilae
need to take an appetizer. Here is a good one! This recipe has been adapted from the JEVINEEREVA AUy SRETY
Farmer’s Almanac Everyday Cookbook! e s Oloty-aiile-Snes

Mini-Meatballs For meatballs: Combine all ingredients, Mix
1 Ib. ground beef well and shape into 1 in. balls. Place in 13x9

Unitten @g:

1 Ib. ground pork sausage baking dish. Preheat oven to 350 and make
1 ¢. Italian bread crumbs the sauce. ‘
2 large eggs For the sauce: In saucepan on medium heat, Mike Kuth
I onion, minced whisk together all ingredients. Bring to a
L1/2t salt simmer, stirring often. Reduce heat to low,
1 t. dried basil uncovered, and cook for 10 minutes. Pour
1/2 t. pepper sauce over meatballs. Bake uncovered for 35 [EEESNEawES
1 T. Worcestershire sauce -40 minutes, or until meatballs are nicely
SAUCE: browned.
1 can cranberry jelly (16 0z.) | .
1 bottle chili sauce (12 0z.) To serve: Slice top frem the It‘ahan br.ead
and scoop out the inside, leaving a 1-in.

2 T. packed brown sugar

1 T. lemon juice thick shell. Fill the bread bowl with hot Laura LeBoutilier

meatballs, and place on a platter with tooth-

1 large found loaf of Italian Bread picks for spearing.

2011 Seminar Schedule

October 22nd November 26th
Winter Birding Garlands, Wreaths and more!

*All seminars begin at 10am & aréeeto attend




